
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



98 



Publications of the 



PLANETARY PHENOMENA FOR MAY AND 
JUNE, 1914. 



By Malcolm McNeill. 



PHASES OF THE MOON, PACIFIC TIME. 



First Quarter.. May 2, io h 2Q m P.M. 

Full Moon " 9, 1 31 p.m. 

Last Quarter.. " 16, 2 12 p.m. 
New Moon ... " 24, 6 35 p.m. 



First Quarter.. June 1, 6 h 3 m A.M. 
Full Moon ..." 7, 9 18 p.m. 
Last Quarter.. " 15, 6 20 a.m. 
New Moon ... " 23, 7 33 a.m. 
First Quarter. " 30,11 24 a.m. 



The Sun reaches the summer solstice and summer begins on 
June 21st shortly before 11 p. m., Pacific time. 

Mercury on May 1st is a morning star, rising about three- 
quarters of an hour before sunrise, and is therefore too near 
the Sun for naked-eye observations. It moves on toward 
superior conjunction, reaching it and becoming an evening star 
on the morning of May 17th. The apparent distance between 
the bodies rapidly increases, and by June 1st the planet remains 
above the horizon nearly an hour and a half after sunset. On 
June 1 8th the planet reaches its greatest east elongation, and 
will then remain above the horizon a little more than an hour 
and three quarters after sunset. After this the planet and the 
Sun approach each other, but the distance between them re- 
mains great enuf so that the planet remains above the horizon 
more than an hour after sunset, until after the end of the 
month. Therefore from the last week in May until July Mer- 
cury is in good position for evening observation, and about 
the middle of June it is in a specially good position. This is 
by far the best period of the year for seeing this planet. The 
greatest east elongation, 24 52', is larger than the average, as 
the planet comes to its aphelion on July 3d. Also at the end 
of May Mercury's heliocentric latitude is greatest ; that is, it is 
about 2° north of the Sun's path, and this retards its setting 
some minutes. On May 28th it is in conjunction with Saturn, 
but the nearest approach is 3 , and it occurs during daylight in 
the United States. On June 25th, 2 p. m. Pacific time, it is in 
conjunction with Neptune, the latter being only 10' north. 
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There will be another conjunction of the same planets on 
July 8th. 

Venus remains an evening- star, being a little farther from 
the Sun and in better position for observation than during 
the early spring. On May 1st the planet remains above the 
horizon somewhat more than an hour and one half after sun- 
set. This interval increases to rather more than two hours by 
June 1st and remains practically constant thruout that month. 
The planet on May 1st is in the constellation Taurus between 
the Pleiades and Hyades, and moves eastward out of Taurus 
thru Gemini and Cancer almost to Leo. On the morning of 
May 16th it is in conjunction with Saturn, but the nearest 
approach is not close and occurs during daylight in this coun- 
try. It is also in conjunction with Neptune on June 16th, 
6 p. m. Pacific time, passing 2 14' north of the latter. 

Mars is still in good position, but its apparent distance from 
the Sun is gradually growing smaller. On May 1st it remains 
above the horizon until nearly 1 a. m., but by the end of June 
it sets at about half-after 10 p. m. During the two months it 
moves 33 eastward and n° southward from the constellation 
Cancer into Lea. On June 23d it passes less than 1 ° south of 
the first-magnitude star Regulus, aLeonis. It will then be 
distinctly less bright than the star, its brightness being only 
about 10 per cent of that which it had at the time of oppo- 
sition early in January. Its minimum brightness, about that of 
a standard second-magnitude star, like the pole star, will, how- 
ever, not be reached for several months. Its actual distance 
from the Earth is still growing rapidly larger, changing from 
141,000,000 to 187,000,000 miles during the two months. On 
May 30th and again on June 27th the Moon passes very close 
to it, the planet being occulted for certain parts of the Earth 
on the first of the two dates. 

Jupiter rises on May 1st shortly before 2 a. m. and on June 
30th at about 10 p. m. It is in the eastern part of the con- 
stellation Capricorn and up to June nth it moves slowly about 
2 l / 2 ° eastward. It then begins to move westward along a line 
a little to the south of its line of eastward motion add at the 
end of June will be nearly in the position it held on May 23d. 
On the evening of June 12th it will be in very close conjunction 
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with the Moon and will be occulted for certain portions of the 
southern hemisphere. 

Saturn remains an evening star until the morning of June 
13th, when it passes conjunction with the Sun and becomes a 
morning star. During most of the two months' period, there- 
fore, it is too close to the Sun for naked-eye observation. On 
May 1st it sets not quite three hours after sunset, but before 
the end of the month the interval shortens to considerably less 
than one hour, and the planet will then not be bright enuf to be 
seen in the evening twilight. By the end of June it will rise 
not quite an hour before the Sun. The planet is in the eastern 
part of the constellation Taurus and moves about 8° eastward 
during the two months. Its conjunctions with Mercury and 
Venus have already been mentioned. 

Uranus rises on May 1st at about half-after 1 a. m. and at 
about 9 :30 p. m. on June 30th. It is nearly stationary in the 
constellation Capricorn, moving a little eastward until May 
17th and then moving westward, but the whole motion is less 
than 1 °. There is no bright star near it, but during the early 
part of May it is about 1 ° west and a little south of the fourth- 
magnitude star 6 Capricorni. After the middle of May it moves 
away from 1 the star toward the west. 

Neptune is in the western sky in the evening, not setting 
until after midnight on May 1st, and somewhat after eight on 
June 30th. It remains near the dividing-line of Gemini and 
Cancer. 

LIBRARY NOTICE— WANTED. 

In order to complete our files for binding, the following 
missing numbers are wanted to Monthly Notices of the Royal 
Astronomical Society: — 

Nos. 1, 2 and 4 of Vol. LXVI. 
No. s of Vol. LXIX. 
No. 1 of Vol. LXX. 

If any of our members or readers are in possession of these 
numbers arid find it in their hearts to contribute them to the 
Society, their kindness will-be gratefully appreciated. 

Send to the Librarian of the Astronomical Society of the 
Pacific, 752 Phelan Building, San Francisco, Cal. 



